
English Vocabulary: Consecutive Vowels

1) 3 consecutive vowels
In the English language, there are many words (thousands) which have 3 consecutive 
vowels. For example:

 beautiful
 gorgeous
 quiet

2) 4 consecutive vowels
There are over 300 words in English which have 4 consecutive vowels, but the majority 
are scientific, archaic or uncommon. Here are some examples:

 aqueous
 Hawaiian
 obsequious
 queue
 onomatopoeia

3) 5 consecutive vowels
English words which have 5 consecutive vowels are very rare, but one common example 
is:

 queueing

However, many people think that the word should be written as “queuing” (without the ‘e’), 
following the rule of “dropping the ‘e’ before ‘-ing’” (e.g. like / liking). But most dictionaries 
show both forms as possible.

4) 6 consecutive vowels
English words which have 6 consecutive vowels are extremely rare, but one example is:

 archaeoaeolotropic

(meaning: “a piece of ancient material that is not equally elastic when pulled in different 
directions”)



English Vocabulary: Consecutive Consonants

1) 3 consecutive consonants
In the English language, 3 consecutive consonants in a word is very common. For 
example:

 split
 prescribe
 apple

2) 4 consecutive consonants
There are also many words which have 4 consecutive consonants. Here are some 
examples:

 country
 birthday
 system
 strength
 gangster

However, some people consider that the letter ”y” should be a vowel!

3) 5 consecutive consonants
Many English words have 5 consecutive consonants, but the majority are compound 
nouns. For example:

 birthplace
 backstroke
 downstream
 thousandths
 postscript
 matchstick

Some people would say that plurals do not count!

4) 6 consecutive consonants
There are not many English words which have 6 consecutive consonants, and the majority 
are compound nouns, scientific words, foreign words or placenames. For example:

 catchphrase (compound noun)
 eschscholtzia (scientific word for the California Poppy)
 weltschmerz (from German, meaning “depression”)
 Knightsbridge (district in London)


